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Wills, Enduring Power of Attorney & Medical Treatment
Decision Maker Appointment

WILLS

A Will is a legal document setting out your wishes for distribution of your Estate after your death.

Your Estate consists of everything you own in your sole name, including personal property and real

estate. An Estate is often dealt with in broad terms, but you can also make specific bequests of any
particular item. For items such as personal effects and jewellery it is permissible to leave a note with

the Will.

As part of this process, you will need to appoint an Executor, which is the person or persons who
will be responsible for managing your Estate. It is important to appoint an appropriate person who is
capable of handling the responsibilities of making funeral arrangements, dealing with any debts
(including bills) and collecting and distributing your assets (usually done with the help of a solicitor). It
may be prudent to also nominate an alternate Executor in case the first Executor is not willing or able

to act. Your Executor is normally a trusted family member or friend.

In some cases, it may also be appropriate to appoint a guardian for any children under the age of 18
years. This person will look after the interests of any minor child or children if all parents or legal
guardians have died. The Department of Human Services has overall responsibility for orphans but

usually observes the wishes of parents where a guardian is appointed by a Will and is practicable.

Before attending your appointment to make a Will, please consider the following issues:
I.  The full name(s) of the Executors you would like to appoint;

The full name(s) of the beneficiaries you would like to include;

Any specific items that you would like to leave to any beneficiaries;

How your Estate is to be divided between your beneficiaries; and
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The full name(s) of the Guardians you would like to appoint for any minor children (if

applicable).
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ENDURING POWERS OF ATTORNEY AND MEDICAL TREATMENT DECISION
MAKER APPOINTMENT

You may appoint someone (your Attorney) to act on your behalf and make certain decisions for you

while you are alive. Your Attorney is normally a trusted family member or friend.

Once you die, any Enduring Power of Attorney or Medical Treatment Decision Maker Appointment

automatically ceases, and your Will takes effect.
The most common forms of appointments are:

Enduring Power of Attorney (Personal, Financial & Legal) — allowing your Attorney to assist

with financial matters, personal and lifestyle matters and legal matters, including but not limited to:
I.  Matters relating to your financial or property affairs, such as:
a. paying expenses or debts on your behalf;

b. managing your bank accounts (including withdrawing and depositing money) and any

other investments; and

c. undertaking real estate transactions (such as the sale of your home or purchase of

alternate accommodation).
2. Matters relating to your personal or lifestyle affairs such as:
a. Yyour living arrangements; and
b. daily living decisions such as your diet and clothing.
3. Legal matters which include the use of legal services:
a. for your benefit in starting or defending legal proceedings;
b. to obtain information about your rights; or
c. to make a transaction.

These powers can commence immediately from the time that you execute the document or when
you no longer have the legal capacity to make decisions for yourself. While you have legal capacity,
your Attorney must act in accordance with your instructions. Importantly, appointing an Attorney
does not remove your right to make decisions for yourself while you have legal capacity, and does not

allow an Attorney to amend your Will or appointments.
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Medical Treatment Decision Maker Appointment — allows your Attorney to access your
medical records, discuss and make medical treatment decisions for you in consultation with doctors,
when you no longer have the legal capacity to make those decisions. This document will not direct
your attorney on the types of decisions you would like to be made in certain medical scenarios. As

such, we recommend preparing an Advanced Health Care Directive in addition to this document.

ADVANCED HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE

Every competent adult has a legal right to accept or refuse medical treatment.

An Advanced Health Care Directive is a document that sets out your values and preferences for
medical treatment. This document can also set out legal binding directives to your health practitioners

consenting to or refusing specific future medical treatment. Your GP can assist you in preparing this.

OUR FEES (inclusive of GST)

Our professional fees Single Couple
(effective from | October 2025)

Will $600 $800

Personal, Financial & Legal Power of Attorney OR Medical | $400 $600
Treatment Appointment

Personal, Financial & Legal Power of Attorney AND $600 $800
Medical Treatment Appointment

Will and Personal, Financial & Legal Power of Attorney OR | $800 $1,000
Medical Treatment Appointment

Will and Personal, Financial & Legal Power of Attorney $1,000 $1,200
AND Medical Treatment Appointment

Complex Wills and Testamentary Trust Wills may be required if your circumstances are more
complicated. We will discuss this with you in detail if required and additional fees may be incurred.
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PAYMENT

Payment may be made by cash, EFT or cheque. EFTPOS facilities are not available at any of our
offices.

Please Note

Home visits can be arranged and will incur additional charges based on travel time to the required
location, starting at $200.

To make an appointment, please call 9398 2377
or

email reception@locallawyers.com.au
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